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Why the UAE started the Al Basama Al Beeiya 

(Ecological Footprint) Initiative?

• UAE interest in understanding and 

measuring sustainability began at the World 

Economic Forum in Davos (Switzerland) in 

2006, where the Environmental 

Performance Index was presented (UAE 

ranked as 47th out of 133 countries). 

• This interest was reinforced with the launch 

of the Living Planet Report 2006 which 

ranked UAE as the country with the highest 

per capita Ecological Footprint amongst 

over 150 countries. 



The publishing of the report lead to several 

questions:

• What is the Ecological Footprint?

• Why is the UAE placed highest in the chart?

• What kind of data goes into the Footprint calculation?

• Can we compare UAE, a desert country, with other temperate 

and tropical countries with abundant natural resources?

• We must be up there because we are an oil producing 

country…



But it also lead to the acknowledgement that:

• Robust environmental and 

other data for the UAE

were needed.

• Regardless of the ranking, the 

UAE needs to look seriously 

at understanding its 

consumption patterns and 

devising strategic policies 

towards that end.



• Al Basama Al Beeiya Initiative launched in October 2007

• Aims of the initiative:

– Data review          Building of a strong and reliable database 

– Methodology          Contribute to international research 

• in the verification of national data (UAE)

• strengthening the global calculation methods

• Incorporate bio-geographical / local context

– Building own expertise/ capacity in the process

– Recommend and assist in policy development          resource use and 
data 

management. 

– Relationship building



Al Basama Al Beeiya (Ecological Footprint Initiative) is the UAE's 

national effort to ensure a sustainable future by measuring and 

understanding the impact of our ways of living on planet earth

Partners of the Initiative:

– Ministry of Environment & Water

– Abu-Dhabi Global Environmental Data Initiative

– Emirates Wildlife Society (EWS-WWF)

– Global Footprint Network

Success of the project is the ability to work with 

organizations / institutions across the country



Governance Structure



Phase I – Research:

Activities:

• Review of population and 
energy data used in the 
calculation

• Understanding of the 
methodology behind the 
carbon Footprint component

• Contribution to Living Planet 
Report 2008

• The two-year Initiative has 
contributed to a more robust 
representation of the UAE 
Footprint. 

• It also provided a more educated 
understanding of the trends 
leading UAE to this value.



Phase I – Research:

Activities:

• Review of population and 
energy data used in the 
calculation

• Understanding of the 
methodology behind the 
carbon Footprint component

• Contribution to Living Planet 
Report 2008

Outcomes:

• UAE has high per capita GDP and 
high standard of living

• It is an arid country and relies on 
natural resources from outside its 
borders to sustain its population 
(global responsibility)

• Maintaining a high standard of 
living despite the harsh arid 
climate is particularly energy 
demanding

• Options for a resource conscious 
lifestyle did not exist



Phase I – Communication:

Activities:

• Streamlining definitions & 
understanding – Capacity 
building

• Stakeholders engagement

• Media engagement

• Web-site

• Ministerial council in Nairobi 

• Environmental awareness -
Energy Campaign
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Further recommendation from Phase I:

• To have a UAE 2008 Footprint Position Statement

• Support the creation of a National Statistical Bureau

• Creation of a CO2 emissions inventory, locally generated 

and yearly updated

• Continue capacity building, awareness and education



Phase II – Research and communication

• Data review

• Understanding methodology  

• Capacity building 

• Identified as key to the long term goal of institutionalize 

the Ecological Footprint as sustainability metric beyond 

the life of the Initiative

• Communication 



Phase II – Research and communication

• Policy and application 

• The Initiative will work to the end of providing policy 

advice based on Footprint results 

• An in-depth sector breakdown analysis has been 

performed and it will highlight areas that require 

environmental policies to be established

• During Phase III, the Footprint will then be used for scenario 

analysis to test the effectiveness of policies in place and to 

help develop new policy



Measuring community pressures on resources using the Footprint

• Calgary, Canada- Impact of city development using Footprint

• EPA Victoria, Australia- Footprint as engagement & resource accounting tool

• London, UK- hot spots identified for Footprint reduction

• Cardiff, UK- Footprint in sustainability outreach

• Marin County, USA- identify hot spots, set reduction targets, measure 
success

• State of Utah, USA- communication tool on sustainability & decision-making

• BedZed, UK- demonstrated the possibility of living within means of one 
planet



Thank you !!!
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